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\OM E Days n ago, I publickly 


_ intimated my Deſign of anim- 
8 on your Poem. Chiefly 
on that Part which concerns Lord 
. And tho' no doubt, your Va- 
my is not a | little . gratify' d * the 
A 9 ſud- 
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ſudden Call for a Second Edition; : 


yet, this Tide of popular Applauſe 
on which you float at preſent, ſhall 
not intimidate me from {o honeſt A 


Deſign. 


Who you are, you have not 


thought. proper to inform the Pub- 
lick: Yet, I think, I cou'd make 


a ſhrewd Gueſs at you. Various 
are the Conjectures of the Town. 
Some affirm you are a great Poli- 
tician; a Conjecture which 1s very 


plauſible, from your writing in 
Praiſe of a dead Man. Others 
imagine you are a Country Gentle- 
man; which i 1s plauſible too, conſi- 
Sera how well you ſeem to know 
the World: But moſt general is the 
f Opinion, that you are a Native of 
a neighbouring Kingdom; ; which 
Conjecture, 1 prefume, 1s founded 
” 
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{s) 
on your great Modeſty. You boaſt 


nor received a. miniſterial Favour; 
but this is no Reaſon why hercatter 
you may not expect one. 5 
The Publick therefore having in 
vain hunted you from the Cellar to 
the Garret, I have no more to ſay 
to your Perſon: To your Poem I 
S havea good deal. You have taken 
che unwarranted Liberty to ſti gma- 
dre the Works of Lord B. in che 


following Lines. 


- 7 Je ſame ſad 15 70 Church and State 
5 (So for our Sins 'twas fox d 27 fate) 
5 A double ſtrole was giv'n; 
| Black as the whirlwinds of the north, 
St, . J--n's fell genius iſſu d forth, 
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indeed, that you have never afted 
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EY ow, Sir; here I muſt take the 
eden to demonſtrate, for the 
Good of my Fellow Citizens, that 
you are in League with the Prieſts, 
againſt the Liberty and "Happineſs 
of Mankind. _ 
That Man is a 505 Agent, U 
auen you will allow. Vet it 
hath been the concurrent Attempt 
both of Prieſts and Politicians, to 
cramp and deſtroy this his natural 
Freedom. He can only be free in 
his Opinions and his Actions: yet, 
1 repeat it The Prieſts and Politi- 
cians have joined, to curb, to anni- 
hilate the Liberty of both. ” 

Conſider, Sir, f firſt how T deal 
with Opinion :, while! it is yet young, 
and unable to ſhift for itſelf, the 
poor Infant is cruelly bound and 
ö ſwathed with Prejudice and Pre- 
e. 


A%Y) 


_ poſſeſſion. The Nurle: begins, kind 
the Prieſt compleats the Inhuma- 
nity. “ You muſt believe this; i 
you muſt diſbelieve that.” Now, 
is not this caſting the Mind into 
the Shackles and Inchantments of 
Prieſtcraft, till ſet free by ſuch 
Heroes and Knight-Adventurers 
in Philoſophy, as Don * de la 
Batter ſca? 256 
Are not our Addions as bah 
fetter d by prieſtly Deluſion? If the 
elaſtic and vigorous Mind is nobly 
bent on overleaping Law, how do 
the Terrors of Swperflition damp its 
warming Powers, and render vain 
all the Incitements of Opportunity 5 
a and Reſolution! 
70 be, or not to ber ty, that $ 
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FIC: many ſpirited Schemes 
25 this one Doubt render abor- 
tive {2 How many Pockets wou'd 
Way? How many glad Heirs 
wou'd leap into immediate Poſſeſ- 
fon? How many happy maſque- 
rading Wives wou'd retire to the 
midnight Bagnio? In a Word, in 
all the various Conditions and: Re- 
lations of Life, what an unconfin'd 
and. bliſsful Field wou'd here be 
open' d for Inclination to range and 
port in, were it not cloſed by the 
enn of religious Sorcery? 
Such is the Barbarity of the 
prieſts and Politicians; through all 
Ages have theſe Tyrants had the 
nurſing up of Opinion and Inclina- 
tion. They cramp them with the 
. Irons of Prejudice; they put them 
into 


(7) 


into the religious Go-Cart: They 
compel them to walk erect. Ex- 
perience may well convince us of 


the Severity of this Impoſition: 
With all their Grimace of Flattery 
and Terror; the Soothings of Hope, 
and the Alarms of Fear, their La- 
bour is often loſt : the little Wan- 
tons are ever longing to be dabbling 

in the Kennel. Now to recover 
hiv their native Liberty, is the 


End and Labour of our ſublime 


5 Philoſopher. He reſcues 7 hought 5 
and Aclion from their avow'd and 


cruel Enemies. Reſtores their na- 


tural and beloved Freedom, and 
C ſublimely inſtructs them in their 
envy d Right of creeping on Hands 
and Knees. By this means he not 
only reſcues them from the Slavery | 
of che Ce- Cart, but ſaves them _ 
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„ F 
em many a perilous slip: for 
he that is already upon all Four, 
is in no Danger of Jang 1 in the 
Dirt. 
- Obſerve therefore the Cantrariety 
4 Deſign, in my deceaſed Friend, 


and yours. The latter in his Con- 1 
duct, appeared cloſely linked with 
the Prieſts of his Country, like an 
arrant Politician as he was. He 
wou'd give you political Liberty, 
forfooth! but mark me, why? only 
that he might lay Shackles on the 


private Man, and inſlave his Soul 


by the pedant Laws of religious 
and moral Reſtraint. What a glo- 
rious Contraſt to this, is the Con- 
duct of the immortal Sz. Jobi! ? 
Tho' he long laboured i in the Cauſe 


of political Tyranny, yet what ample 
5 Amends has he made his Country 


and | 


"F'S ] 
404 Mankind, by planning this vaſt 


Deſign of natural and PETR Free- 


dom? 
I know, you will object, that 1 
praiſe him beyond his Merit; be- 
cauſe, ſay you, tho' he has wept . 
EX Religion from 1 its Foundations, yet 
he ſtill talks (in the Pedant and 
Prieftly stile) of a Law of Nature 
and its Sanctions. Ah, Sir, Sir! If 
this be your Objection, how ſhal-⸗ 
low is your View of Things? Nei- 
ther this Law of Nature, nor its 
Sanctions can ever abridge the na- 
tural Liberty of Man. For thus it 
ſtands, and for the Truth of what 
I affirm, IT appeal to the noble 
Author's Writings. Every Man, 
according to that Ray of Reaſon, 
or Divinity that is in him, frames 
this Law of Nature to himſelf: 3 
2 B | this 
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(10) 
this Power alone he accommodates 
it to his private Uſe: The Sanction, 
too, lies within his own Breaſt; nor 
is he accountable to any other Tri- 
bunal. Now, Sir, where, I beſeech 
you, is the Reftraint, the Hardſhip, . 
the Tyranny of a Law like this? 
The Man himſelf is Legiſlator, De- 
linquent, Evidence, Judge, Jury, 
and Executioner. Can a gentler, 
or ſweeter Law be deſired by the 
Heart of Man? How pliable to 
every Paſſion of the Soul! How 
diſtant from that Severity of prieſtly 
Doctrine, where the Crime is fix d.- 
the Criminal weak, the Judge in- 
| flexible and almighty Ho eafily 
can a Man acquit himfelf: ? How 
dextrous i is Appetite in framing an 
Excuſe at the Bar of Reaſon? Or 
it Reaſon preſumes to inſiſt on her 
Au- 


Authority, don't we generally fee 
that Appetite, like an undaunted 
Boy brought up by an indulgent 
Mother, fleers in her Face, calls her 
cCanting old B-; and then goes 
after his own Inventions? 
© Under this boaſted Law of N a- 
ture therefore, all a Man has to 
conſider, is only what is right and | 
ft; and agreeable to the Reaſon of 
Things. From this general Princi- 
e extracts his particular Rule. 
- "The only Queſtion i is, what Appe- 
tite is ſtrongeſt: for in this Caſe, as 
in other Governments, the ſtrongeſt | 
Party will declare and fix the Law. 
If therefore the virtuous | 4: e 
be predominant, in the Name Free- 
dom, let Virtue take the Lead. If 


on the contrary, the Appetite lie 


chiefly towards ſenſual Objects, and | 
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what the World calls ann j 
don't you ſee that a ſimilar Effect 


SIN will follow ? That what is found 
- pleaſant, will naturally be pro- 


nounced /? whether the Taſte lie 


towards Gaming, Robbery, Adul- 
tery, or Poiſon? They are little 
acquainted with human Nature, 


- wha. think that Reaſon, as it 18 


5 exerted by Man (eſpecially when. 


untainted by Prieſtcraft) is any 
thing more than the Power of 


- diſcerning the moſt effectual Means 


to gratify his ruling Paſſions. Thus 


the natural Law of Reaſon, unſo- 


; phiſticated by Superſtition, becomes 


the moſt pliant and manageable 
Thing i in the World. In a Word, 


Appetite is the moving Principle, 
and draws. Reaſon after it: and 


| they who affirm the contrary, invert 


the 


183 
the Nature of T hings; and abſurdly 


1 the Cart before the Horſe. 
Here then we may diſcern the 


Beauty of the noble Writer's Syſ- 


tem. It is calculated to confirm 
and extend the natural Liberty of 
Man. It is therefore my humble 
Advice to all my Fellow Citizens, 
that they forthwith purchaſe this 
admirable Work, at the ſmall Ex- 
pence of three Pounds fifteen Shil- _ 
| lings. Let every Maſter of a Fa- 
- muly 1 in the City truck his old reli- | 
gious Trumpery, his Houſe Bible, 
his Prayer Books, and Whole Duty 
of Man, for theſe entertaining and 
inſtructive Volumes. I will anſwer 
for the Event. He ſhall ſoon ſee 
his Family metamorphoſed, and 
riſe into a Level with his Betters. 


His Ane, ſhall become a fine 
Gen- 


: 
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Gentleman; his Daughter a fine, a 


very fine Lady: And his Wife ſhall 
make him a glad Father when he 


perhaps may leaſt expect it. As to 


thoſe in high Life, it were needleſs 
to give them Advice on fo vulgar 
a Topic. Their Houſes have long 
been cleared of every kind of 
ſpiritual Lumber; nor can it be 
doubted, without calling their Taſte 
in Queſtion, but this Repoſitory of 
polite and uſeful Knowledge will 
happily fupply its Place. And 
tho' the increaſing Importation of 
French Maxims and Manners ought 
to fill the Heart of every true Bri- 
ton with unfeigned Joy; it 
cannot but hope for a more ſudden 
Completion of religious and moral 
Taſte, when it ſhall be haſten d on 
ee bs 


FE, 


(s) 
by ch careful and repeated Perufal | 
of a Bolingbroke. v1 

What Lover of his Country can 
futhenr. breaking out into Tranſ- 
ports of Joy, on ſo great, ſo happy 


an - Occaſion? when the Maxims 


and Manners, which in our neigh- ö 
bour Nation are only the accidental | 
Effect of - Faſhion, hall here take a1 

Root in Principle! — 

What Chaſtiſement then do 75 — 
merit, who have baſely attempted Li 
to undermine this glorious Build- i 


ing? What can we eſteem you, but 
an Abettor of Prieſtcraft, and a 
| Tool of Politicians: with whom 
you cunningly league yourſelf, for 


the Deſtruction of true Liberty. 
I cannot conclude this Panegyric 
—_ on the noble Writer whom you 
by | have treated with ſuch n = 
1 5 . ts ] 


( T6 T 
Tadipiiity, without obſerving, that 
his Stile and Conduct of Argument 


is no leſs wonderful than the In- 
tention and Matter of theſe golden 


Volumes. As the End of Writing 
is various, ſo ought the Means to 


be various too. Clearneſs and Preci- 


-M an are the Pride of the Dogmatift : | 


and by the Law of Contraries, the 


embarraſs d Stile and Manner is 
the true Glory of him, whoſe Aim 
is to confound. Plato is copious 
and elegant; Ariſtotle conciſe and 


ſtrong; Aenopbon clear and fimple; 
Addiſon graceful and unaffected; 


Swift pure; and Berkely manly. 


Theſe are Dogmatiſts, whoſe low 


Aim was to effabhſh. Now Boling- 
role, nobly attempting to confound | 
all Dogmatiſm, and break the 
i Shackles gas: by! Prieſts and 

nel 8 Dog: 
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” properly be called the true & ceptic 
Stile of Compotition. To be a 


very Proteus in Expreſſion; to 


_ dazzle with a Metaphor; ; to de- 
ſpiſe Connexion; to be bold in 
Contradiction, not only againſt 


others, but himſelf too; to affirm, 
and recant; to bid Aſſertion ſtand 


for Proof; to overlay and ft e the 
ſickly Senſe with Words of half- 


miſes of a fine Landſkip; to inveigle 


in it. 


hath had many notable Fore- 


C and 


Dogmatiſts, ought of courſe to be 
embarrals'd and cloudy. | This may 


meaning or no Meaning: In brief, 
to invite the Reader out, with Pro- 


him into a Mift; and to leave him 5 
True it is that the os Wader 


runners in the embarraſs d or ſeep- 7 
zic Manner. Many an honourable 
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and Right Honourable Patriot, in- 


tent upon the noble Office of con- 


founding, have eminently ſhined in 
this great Quality. What a Con- 
ſtellation of renowned F reethinkers 
have laid their Fame in this Foun- 
dation? Obſcurity is a ſhrewd 
ſign of Profundity or Depth: 
Where you fee to the bortom be 
aſſured the Stream is (ſballrw; + but 
= for ought you can tell, it may at 
leaſt be deep, provided i it be muddy. 
Here then we lay the Corner-ftone 


of our Author 8 Glory. For tho 


it appears that he was not the In- 
ventor, yet may he be juſtly 
deem'd the Compleater of the 


true embarraſs d Stile, and 'ſeeptic 
Manner of Argument. In a Word, 
he is an artful General, Who con- 


| fides not t either in F orce or - Dil. 
cipline; , 


cipline; he pours. Volleys on the 


Enemy, not of Shot, but of Smoke; = 
blinds their Eyes; overturns their 
Batteries; and wins the Day, not 


by. dint of Valour, but Confusion. 


_ Notwithſtanding theſe unrival'd = 
Excellencies, you have been in. 
formed, it ſeems, that theſe golden 5 

Volumes lye unmoleſted in the 
Editor's Warehouſe: While Jour 
flimzy Verſes have taken Wing; 
and in another Week will have 
Y reached the remoteſt Corners of 
the Kingdom. I am told, you 
pique yourſelf not a lite on this 
idle Circumſtance. Be not ſo vain, 
Sir, as to imagine this the Effect 
of your wanton Pen: 2-07: that the 
| buſy Gnat has ſtung the Lion to 
Death. Another Month, I doubt 
not, will do Juſtice to neglected 5 
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Merit: 1 bub not but every pru- 
dent Member of both Houſes will 

| pack up theſe ineſtimable Volumes 
in this Coach-Boot, for the Edifi- 


cation of | himſelf and Country 
Friends, on Occaſion of the ap- 


proaching Election. Or if the dig- 
nify' d and bulky Volumes ſhou'd 
not be able to move with that Ra- 
pidity which the Editor expected; 
their Spirit and Quinteſſence, at 
leaſt, ſhall be extracted and ſpread 5 
. abroad, in the wholeſome Pages of 
Reviews and Magazines, 5 
Next to the inimitable Author, - 
the Editor ſurely deſerves his Share 
of Praiſe. And this cannot omit 
beſtowing, becauſe I violently ſuſ- 
0 pect that N Satire 18 planted 
: againſt him, no leſs than his Au. 


thor, 1 can ſee as far not only into 


prieſt 


rw. 


* 


and I think, I clearly ſee that your 
Stanzas ſquint at the Editor: As if 


(a) 
prieftly but poetical Craft, as another: : 


you had affirmed in plain Words, 
that © the Yender of ſtolen Goods 
js as bad as the Thief.” 80 fay 1.— 


| And by the Law of Contraries, I 
ay again, that the Vender of ſuch 


uſeful and ſublime Philoſophy i is of 


equal Merit with its Author. Nay, 
farther, I dare almoſt affirm, that 
the very Genius and 5 pirit of the 
. deceaſed Philoſopher is literally, 
1 and indeed transfuſed into his ſur- 
5 viving Friend; in the ſame manner 
as, a little before the Death of Mr. 
50 Pope, the Poet's Head open -” Ss 


Apollo or Minerva came out, and | 


perch' d on the Head of a certain = 


2 reſpeAtable n Of this . 
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the more neceſſary. to inform the 


Publick, becauſe his well- known 


Modeſty is ſuch, that were he queſ- 
tion d concerning the Fact, tis odds 
but he wou d no deny it. 
— There is. another Grin fiagce = 


of Note, Which in the warmth. of 


my Zeal I had well nigh forgot. 
We have already. ſeen the powerful 
Effects of the noble Writer's Prin- 
ciples, ,on a Mind ftcel'd with 
Courage and elated by Proſperity : 
bow they open Elyſum to his 
View, and lead to all the flowery 
Paths of. Pleaſure. Let it be their 
il higher Praiſe and Recom- 
mendation, that they no leſs arm 
the Soul againſt the Aſſaults of 
Pain. 
Hues with Adverſity, at leaſt 
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thy embolden us to elude it. For 


as they rid us alike of every fu- 


ture Hope and Fear, are we not 
hence wiſely cautioned, not vainly 
to combat with Fate, in the Hour 
| of Il? On the prieftly Suppoſi- 
* tion of an hereafter, it may be 
a kind of unhappy . Prudence to 


ſubmit to Pain : But, freed from 


this Deluſion, -- — who but a Cow- 

ard wou'd dwell. with Miſery ? 

: Whenever, therefore, an Engliſh- 

man is overtaken by a gloomy Hour, 

| he needs not go in queſt a poi. 

: ſoning Apothecary. Let him repair 
to the Vender of theſe precios 

Volumes: to whom I know that 
* like the afflicked Name, wou d - 
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ice ſhall va- 


* 


his Miſery 
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on the next Beam, if he has but 


a Penny to buy a Halter. 
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His Life kept pace with his Opi- 


his s syſtem. His unweary'd Zeal I 


* ſupporting and ſtrengthen- 


10 bis" „„ 
vation more, which will throw a” 5 . WE! 
ſill clearer light on the Ag 8 
of your Stanzas. I deſire my 8 | 
Countrymen to reflect what a . 
rious Conformity did ever appear 
between the Principles and Prac- 

tices of the noble Philoſopher. Cs 
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nions, and did not meanly belye 


for the Welfare of Great-Britain 
Was and is and will ever be fo 
notorious, that it were an Inſuli „ 
on your Underſtanding to inlarge — 
on a Circumſtance which the lateſt { 
Poſterity will not only know, but 
| Fed. His publick Virtue and Phi- 
loſophy went hand in hand, mu- 
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